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2026 BPA Early Career Researcher Network
Professional Development Grant

Application form

Application forms should be typed using font size 11 Arial. Please ensure your application is submitted as a single PDF file named according to the following format: SURNAME_FIRSTNAME_2026_BPA_ECRN_PD_Grant.pdf


Applications must be submitted to biolpsychaustralia.ecrn@gmail.com by 5pm AEST on the 2nd of November.

BPA-ECRN Professional Development Grant

The aim of this award is to help boost career prospects and research opportunities for individuals in the early stages of their research careers. 

The Professional Development Grant can be used to engage in a range of activities that will foster growth in biological psychiatry research. This may include, but is not limited to:

· in-person training at another Australian institute
· collaborating with another research institute
· online courses or workshops (e.g., data analysis, programming)
· research equipment or consumables 

The value of the Grant will depend on the use proposed. A maximum of $2,000 will be offered in this grant round with a maximum of $1,000 available per applicant. A justification of expenses will need to be provided. A minimum of two Grants will be awarded. The number of Grants awarded will depend on the value requested by the highest-scoring applicants (i.e., smaller amounts requested will result in more grants being offered). The Grant will be a reimbursement with evidence of appropriate use. For example, receipts will need to be provided along with a declaration that other funds were not used to cover the purchase.  

Eligibility criteria and award expectations are outlined in the BPA-ECRN Professional Development Grant Conditions of Award. It is expected that applicants have read, understood and signed this document prior to application. 





Personal Details
Applicant Name	
Home Institute	
Email	
Phone 	
Signature			Date	


Career Stage Information
Position 	Honours ☐    Masters ☐    PhD ☐	Post-doc ☐   	Other: 
Date commenced in current role	
Time elapsed since this date (unadjusted)	years/months



Career Interruptions (complete only if applicable)
If you have experienced any significant interruptions or periods of reduced capacity, please complete the following:
Total FTE-adjusted time lost (from table below)	months
Effective time in career stage (adjusted)	years/months

Note: Effective time should be calculated as the time elapsed since you commenced in the position minus the total FTE-adjusted time lost. A ROPE Statement may be provided below if you wish to elaborate further. 

Interruption	Start date	End Date	%FTE During Period	Duration (months)	FTE Time Lost (months)
Example: Parental Leave	Jan 2024	Jun 2024	50%	6	3.0
					






	Personal Statement (200 words max; 10%)
Please provide a concise overview of your current research interests and how they align with BPA’s focus. See details at https://biolpsychaustralia.com.au/about/ 

	 



	Proposed Use Of The Grant (150 words max; 20%)
Please describe the proposed use of the grant, including the planned activity, timeframe, and its feasibility. 

	



	Motivation For Applying (150 words max; 20%)
Please explain why you are seeking this grant and how this opportunity is particularly relevant to your current circumstances or professional development needs. 

	



Benefits To Research And Career (200 words max; 30%)	Please describe the immediate and longer-term benefits of the grant for your research and career. Explain how it will strengthen your research profile, develop your skills and/or networks, support future opportunities, and contribute to your longer-term career goals. 




	Budget For This Application 
Please provide specific details of each proposed activity, including the associated cost, and justification. Add additional fields as required. Evidence of costs is required – screenshots of flight costs, quotes for a course, etc. 
Applications that do not provide sufficient detail and supporting evidence in the budget section will not be reviewed.

	Item
	Cost (AUD)
	Justification

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Cost (AUD)
	


Note: Grants will be awarded up to a value of $1000 AUD







Publication output or works in development (10%)	Please list up to five recent publications (including journal articles, preprints, and patents). For each, indicate its status (published, accepted, or preprint) and include a brief statement describing your contribution and the impact of the work (100 words max per publication). Published conference abstracts should not be included. 		For guidance on how to use author metrics to justify the impact of your work, please refer to: https://libguides.csu.edu.au/Metrics_promotions_grants/author. 	 	If you have few or no publications, you may, but not required to, provide a brief explanation (e.g., early career stage or long-term experiments during your PhD) in the ‘Statement About Publications’ section below. Please also outline your publication plans for the near future and the expected impact of this work 
					
Statement about publications (150 words max): 


	Science Communication (150 words max; 10%)
Please describe your participation in science communication activities, this includes any activities beyond journal publication (e.g., conference presentation, podcast involvement). For each activity, describe its impact, including audience reach, engagement, uptake, recognition or awards. 

	













	Leadership and Service (150 words max; 10%)
Please provide details of your involvement with scientific outreach, committees and/or student supervision. For each activity, describe its impact, including its contribution to the organisation, research community or development of others, as well as any outcomes, recognition or awards. 

	



	Host Institution (if applicable)
If you plan to use the award for travel, please provide a signed and dated support letter from the host supervisor or mentor containing the following statement:

“I agree on hosting "insert awardee name" for "insert period of time" as part of the BPA-ECRN Professional Development Award.”

Provide the name and contact details of the proposed host below

	Institution name
	

	Host name
	

	Contact email
	






Biological Psychiatry Australia Early Career Researcher Network Professional Development Grant
Application Form (2026.23.09)

	Research Opportunity and Performance Evidence (ROPE) Statement
Please outline any significant interruptions to your research over the past three years, and/or any financial barriers that have limited your ability to conduct research and/or attend conferences. Statements should be clear, contextualised, and constructively presented, outlining the nature of the interruption and its impact on your productivity (e.g., parental leave, lab environment, financial constraints). 300 words max.


	




	Judging Criteria 
	Weight

	Research topic
· Research interests clearly aligned with BPA’s research priorities. 
	10

	Proposed use of grant
· There is a specific and feasible proposed use of the grant. 
· There is clear motivation of the applicant for the use of the award. 
· Applicant has outlined how the award will benefit their short- and long-term career/research goals.
	70

	Research output & activities
· Peer-reviewed publications, including their research impact.
· Science communication activities that demonstrate the reach and impact of your research.
· Leadership and service activities that contribute to the research community.
	30
         
          
   

	Reviewer 1
	

	Reviewer 2
	

	Reviewer 3
	

	Total
	





2026 BPA Early Career Researcher Network
Professional Development Grant

Conditions of Award

The Professional Development Grant for 2026 can be used to engage in a range of activities that will foster growth in biological psychiatry research. The main aim of these awards is to help boost career prospects and research opportunities for individuals in the early stages of their research careers. A secondary aim of these awards is to facilitate networking and collaborations with other lab groups and to allow early career researchers (ECRs) to conduct experiments and produce tangible research outcomes with other professionals in the field of biological psychiatry research. 

By signing these Conditions of Award, the awardee accepts all conditions. This includes acknowledging that funding will be issued by way of reimbursement. The awardee also acknowledges that funds must be used exclusively for expenses directly related to professional development, as explicitly agreed with the Biological Psychiatry Australia - Early Career Researcher Network (BPA-ECRN). 

*Please note that applicants may only receive one (1) BPA ECRN award per conference cycle. An applicant who has already received an award in this cycle is ineligible for further awards. 

Eligibility:
1. Applicants shall: 
	Be graduate students currently enrolled in a masters or PhD degree; 
	OR 
Postdoctoral Researchers within 5 years of the due date for this application, taking into consideration career interruptions as defined by the current NHMRC criteria
	OR 
	Clinicians undertaking research in the field of biological psychiatry within 5 years of 	receiving their general medical degree (MBBS/MD) 
	OR
	Research assistants currently employed at a research institution. 
2. Applicants must be a member of Biological Psychiatry Australia.
3. Applicants must meet all conditions as detailed below.

Exclusion criteria:

1. Previous winners cannot reapply if they are in the same career stage for which they were previously awarded the grant.
2. Conference travel is not a justified use of this grant.
3. Applicants awarded a Professional Development Grant are not eligible to receive either a Plenary Award or a Travel Award in the same calendar year. 

Grant Conditions:

To be awarded a BPA-ECRN Professional Development Grant it is necessary to: 

1. Submit a BPA-ECRN Professional Development Grant application form (including proof of current BPA membership).
2. Have signed agreement to these Conditions of Award.
3. If travel is proposed, provide a signed and dated letter of support from the host researcher/institution. 

If awarded a BPA-ECRN Professional Development Grant, the following are necessary: 
1. Awardees must redeem the grant within 12 months from the date it was awarded and comply with the reimbursement protocol. 
2. Awardees must submit a report (200 words).
3. Awardees must comply with the financial and reporting guidelines described below.

Financial Conditions:

The BPA-ECRN Professional Development Grant may only be utilised to support costs associated with professional development activities, such as, but not limited to, travel or training, supported by BPA-ECRN. An argument will need to be presented for the proposed use. Funding of up to AUD $1000.00 will be reimbursed. The awardee is responsible for the expenditure of the award and maintaining supporting records of receipts and expenditures. 
Upon completion of the award’s use, email biolpsychaustralia.ecrn@gmail.com to obtain the   relevant reimbursement forms. It is expected that awardees will return the completed reimbursement form and provide proof of purchases/quotes/expenses to the BPA-ECRN Treasurer within 4 weeks after use of the award. If deemed necessary by BPA-ECRN, the applicant will be required to submit an itemised budget within 4 weeks after the award use date. The BPA-ECRN exercises its power to terminate an award or refrain from reimbursing applicants if the award is not used exclusively as outlined in the application form and Conditions of Award set above. 

Reporting Guidelines:

· Scientific publications – Papers and Conference Abstracts 
Awardees preparing manuscripts or conference abstracts describing BPA and BPA-ECRN funded research of which they are either primary or co-author must list ‘BPA’ and ‘BPA-ECRN’ in acknowledgements/funding. 
· Conference Presentations 
All posters or conference presentations describing BPA and BPA-ECRN funded research of which the awardee is the primary author, must list ‘BPA’ and ‘BPA-ECRN’ as sources of funding and must include a BPA logo.
· Written Review
Within 4 weeks after the award use date, it is expected that awardees send a written review of your experience (approx. 200 words) to biolpsychaustralia.ecrn@gmail.com. The awardee consents that this review may be used as promotional material for the BPA-ECRN Professional Development Grant and/or the BPA-ECRN more broadly. If engaging in an in-person activity, like a laboratory visit, photographs of the ECR, for example, presenting and/or with the host laboratory group, are also highly welcome, but not compulsory. 
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2026 BPA Early Career Researcher Network
Professional Development Grant


Agreement Statement



I ____________________________________________________________ confirm that: 
· I have read the Conditions of Award for the BPA-ECRN Professional Development Grant. 
· I understand and agree to abide by these conditions. 
· I will provide the reporting items/commitments requested 



________________________________________ 	________________________
Applicant Signature					Date
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